
L’EXCELLENCE 

Clos des Menuts  

Saint Emilion Grand Cru 

Varietals 
85% Merlot 
10% Cabernet Sauvignon 
5% Cabernet Franc 
 
Owners :Jean-Pierre & Philippe Riviere 
 
Consultant : Stephane Derenoncourt 
 
Location : Saint-Emilion. 
 
Area : 5 Ha 
 
Soil : Clayey limestone and sandy clay with subsoil hardpan. 
 
Cultivation and Ageing 
Integrated viticulture, thinning out of the leaves done by 
hand, green harvest.  
Malolactic fermentation into French oak barrels 
Vinification in thermo-regulated concrete vats.  
Ageing in barrels (Up to 18 months). 
 
Tasting  
This Saint-Emilion is an absolute treat with its subtle 
mixture of Merlot and Cabernet. 
L’Excellence Clos des Menuts is a well-balanced, fruity good-
keeping wine, with subtle tannins. Harmonious, it has a 
beautiful nose of ripe grapes, with an elegant touch of wood, 
red fruit and cherry aromas.  
 
Serving Suggestions 
It goes marvellously well with all meats, game and cheese. 

MAISON RIVIERE - RD 670 Gontey  33330 Saint Emilion 
TEL : +33 (0) 557.555.959 - FAX : +33 (0) 557.555.951 
mriviere@riviere-stemilion.com  -  www.maisonriviere.fr 



Stéphane  Derenoncourt 
 
This man of character, with his trademark leathery 
brown tan, has opened himself to apprenticeship 
and knowledge.  
He has worked, observed, tasted and discovered 
vines and wines across his multiple experiences in 
varied appellations. He has a deep-rooted interest  in 
the concept of “terroir” and tradition. 
 

Taking inspiration from the Burgundian model based strongly on minerality and acidity, he 
has developed his own working intuitive working methods. A wine is an encounter, a story 
of men. His approach is based on common sense, with a great respect for manual labour and 
the use of tasting as a real decision-making tool. 
He makes wines that he loves to drink and share. 
 
In 1999, with his wife Christine, he purchased a property in the Côtes de Castillon, the 
Domaine de l’A, and began to create “Vignerons Consultants” which grew rapidly thanks to 
the success of the wines on which he has worked, made not to a formula - but each with a 
unique identity of its own. 
 
These days, Derenoncourt Consultants is first and foremost a team. A team of young 
oenologists fresh from the faculty who learn about vineyard work and enrich the business 
from the Bordeaux region, the Rhône, Provence, Loire, Lot, the South West, Languedoc, 
Roussillon and Burgundy to countries outside France. Derenoncourt Consultants offers a 
vibrant approach to wine where every element is linked. 
 
Clos des Menuts and Excellence place their confidence in the recommendations of Stephane 
Derenoncourt and his team since 2007. 



L’EXCELLENCE Clos des Menuts 2014 
Score 91-93 
L'olfaction est avenante, avec des arômes de cerises, de roses, et une légère touche épicée. La bouche est 
construite, avec des tannins plus serrés que la cuvée précédente, tramés dans un corps fuselé, d'une bonne 
densité, charnue et très fruitée. La finale est allongé fraîche, veloutée, persistante ( fruits et fleurs) .  
- DANIEL SERIOT 
 
L’EXCELLENCE Clos des Menuts 2014  
Score 91-92 
Plenty of refined fruits here with a savory character, spices and chocolate. Medium body, clean finish.  
Date :  March 31th, 2015 
- JAMES SUCKLING 
 
L’EXCELLENCE Clos des Menuts 2012 
Score 91 
Gorgeous aromas to this wine with blueberries, blackberries, spices and fresh earth. Full body, firm tannins 
and a long and rich finish. A beauty. Better in 2017.  
Date : February 23th, 2015 
- JAMES SUCKLING 
 
L’EXCELLENCE Clos des Menuts 2011 
Score 90 
Un vin de petits fruits et de chocolat et aux tanins souples. Bien équilibré. Avec du corps, du fruit et une finale 
délicieuse. Harmonieux pour le millésime. A déguster à partir de 2015. 
A wine with berry and chocolate character, plus soft tanins. Good tension here. Full body, juicy fruit and a 
delicious finish. Harmonious for the vintage. Better in 2015. 
- JAMES SUCKLING 
 
L’EXCELLENCE Clos des Menuts 2010 
Score 92-93 
C’est du sérieux. Beaucoup de minéralité, des arômes de chocolat noir et du fruit. Une finale super, super 
longue.  
This is serious. Lots of mineral, dark chocolate and fruit. Fully yet ultra polished and super, super long.  
- JAMES SUCKLING 
 
L’EXCELLENCE Clos des Menuts 2010 
Score 90 
There's a flattering feel to this, with very polished structure and lush plum sauce and fig fruit, with some 
singed cedar and tobacco notes filling in on the finish. Best from 2014 through 2022.  
- JAMES MOLESWORTH, WINE SPECTATOR 
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L’EXCELLENCE Clos des Menuts 2009 
Score 90 
Lush, but nicely defined, with lovely plum, black currant preserves and macerated fig fruit coursing along gra-
phite and spice bread notes. The long finish has nicely integrated grip. Drink now through 2018.  
- JAMES MOLESWORTH, WINE SPECTATOR 
 
L’EXCELLENCE Clos des Menuts 2008 
Score 90 
This broad, fleshy red offers generous helpings of plum, anise, graphite and espresso flavors, harmonious and 
direct. There's plenty of tannins, but the palate is fleshy and approachable. A big wine, with room to grow. 
Drink now through 2018. 1,000 cases made.  
- THOMAS MATTHEWS, WINE SPECTATOR 
 
L’EXCELLENCE Clos des Menuts 2008 
Médaille de Bronze 
« Joli nez. Velouté, souple, fruits et tanins mûrs. Utilisation judicieuse du chêne pour équilibre bien intégré, du 
charme et de l'élégance. Un vin avec du style! » 
« Lovely sweet nose. Soft, supple, ripe fruit, ripe tanins. Judicious use of oak, well-integrated balance, has 
charm and elegance. Stylish! » 
- DECANTER WORLD WINE AWARDS  


